The role of jealousy in sport, as a negative emotional reaction, accompanied by thoughts of inadequacy when compared to others, is the issue of this article. This study had a purpose to define the characteristic profiles of the 
Introduction
The issue of this article is an attempt to determine the profile of Croatian athletes based on their level of sport jealousy, with a purpose to establish the directions for improving coaches' work. The initial presumption of the authors was that some variables, such as gender and type of sport, could provide useful guidelines in this attempt.
There are a number of antecedents of social comparison jealousy: Salovey & Rodin (1984) argue that social comparison jealousy occurs when one receives negative information about oneself from another and when the other person is similar to oneself. Silver & Sabini (1978) think that social comparison jealousy results when one person diminishes the status or selfesteem of another person. Bers & Rodin (1984) found that people react in a jealous manner when another person is superior in some way or when another achieves something that is desired. In addition, the level of importance of the event can greatly affect the intensity of social comparison jealousy. Social comparison jealousy in sport, therefore, may be very common because athletes are similar and constantly compare themselves to each other (Kamphoff, Gill, & Huddleston, 2005) .
The research of jealousy had been conducted mostly outside the sport setting, especially in the area of romantic relationships (Bers & Rodin, 1984; Mathes & Severa, 1981) where jealousy is defined as having a belief or suspicion that a relationship is in danger of being lost (Kamphoff, Gill, & Huddleston, 2005) . Some authors (Bers & Rodin, 1984; Silver & Sabini, 1978) (Bers & Rodin, 1984; Salovey & Rodin, 1984; Silver & Sabini, 1978) , social comparison processes in sport are studied according to the role of jealousy in sport. In this context, jealousy is understood as a negative emotional reaction that is accompanied by thoughts of inadequacy when compared to others.
Pease (1987) developed the Social Comparison
Jealousy Scale (SCJ) and investigated the impact of social comparison jealousy to sport team's cohesion at 71 team sport participants. Results indicated a small negative, but non-significant correlation between jealousy and team cohesion. Pease found a one-factor structure, which he attributed to difficulties when differentiating envy and jealousy (Kamphoff, Gill, & Huddleston, 2005) . Schelling- Kamphoff & Huddleston (1999) compared intensity of jealousy experienced by male and female athletes.
They used the Revised Self-Report Jealousy Scale (SRJS-II; Bringle et al., 1977) as a model to develop the Sport Jealousy Scale (SJS), which was then administered to 233 track and field athletes. The results revealed males and females were moderately jealous, averaging 2 on a scale of 5.
Parker (2001) 
Measures
The questionnaire used in the study is Croatian shortened version of the Revised Sport Jealousy Scale (SRJS-II). The SRJS-II is used to measure the amount of social comparison jealousy an athlete experiences in sport. The SRJS-II applied on this sample of participants contained all 11 items with Likert-type estimation scale, ranged from 1 (pleased) to 5 (extremely upset). The reliability of the original scale was high (α = .87), and the concurrent validity with the non-romantic items on the SRJS-II was reported as moderate (r = .43) (Kamphoff, Gill, & Huddleston, 2005) . Croatian version of the SRJS-II was translated and adapted by Sindik & Lorger (2011) . 
Results

K-means clustering based of the items of SRJS-II on
the sample of Croatian athletes are presented in Table   1 . Three clusters obtained are almost equally balanced, according to the number of cases in each cluster. The third cluster is represented by the athletes that can be described as least jealous. This cluster is predominantly contained of females, bowling athletes (with a number of handball players), individual sport participants and those from the youngest age group.
Compared to the first two clusters, the third cluster athletes showed low level of overall jealousy (Table 1) .
Discussion
The results confirm that jealousy in sport could be satisfactorily studied even at Croatian sample of athletes.
As hypothesized, athletes indicated that they have experienced social comparison jealousy. On average, the athletes were only mildly jealous and only few of them indicated they were extremely jealous.
The participants from this research have been grouped in three clusters, with the most jealous individuals grouped in the first cluster, while the least jealous ones were grouped in the third cluster. More detailed analysis shows that mostly women from the oldest age group who are engaged in team sports indicate the highest scores in level of jealousy. This can be explained in terms of the fact that women in our culture are socially desirable to be more submissive, but relying more on social relationships (Gilligan, 1982) within their group. They probably want to be appreciated when they deserve it, according to their perception. Lower levels of sport jealousy have also been found among females in the youngest age group, practicing mostly bowling and handball. grouped in the first (most jealous) cluster, as well as in the least jealous cluster (third). The need for social confirmation could be the main motivation for women athletes grouped in the first (most jealous) cluster, while submissiveness could be leading motive for women athletes grouped in the third cluster.
In the previous research (Kamphoff, Gill, & Huddleston, 2005) , authors suggests that perhaps females experience more jealousy if another athlete has a better relationship with their coach or if another receives more of the coach's attention (especially in an individual sport). On the contrary, in this study female bowling athletes have the lowest jealousy scores, which could be explained by specificity of bowling as a sport.
It is coactive team sport, which request desirable (high) team scores, while the individual athletes just want to do their best. The differences in jealousy, found between males and females in football, can be explained with women trend to define themselves in a context of human relationships (Gilligan, 1982) . In spite of different types of sports that we have studied, we have found the difference between the athletes engaged in team sports, comparing with individual sport athletes, in the direction of higher scores in jealousy for team sport athletes.
On the other hand, all individual athletes and all top athletes, as well as the most of the senior players in our research were from the same sport (bowling), what can have an influence on expected statistically significant trends (in differences) that were found in our research: higher jealousy in juniors (comparing to seniors) and higher jealousy at lower competition ranks. However, differences in jealousy can be explained as a simple reflection of the higher self-confidence at elite athletes, more experienced and older senior athletes. Therefore, the coach and the athletes could be able to cope better with negative consequences of jealousy, improving the performance of the team as a whole, or the performance of individual athletes.
Conclusions
The participants from this research are grouped in three clusters. The most jealous individuals are grouped in the first cluster, while the least jealous ones were grouped in the third cluster. In the first cluster are grouped dominantly females, volleyball players (together with a small number of bowling athletes), athletes from team sports and athletes from the oldest age group. In second (moderately jealous) cluster are mostly male football players from team sports and in the moderately old age group (20-26 years). Females, bowling athletes and athletes from individual (coactive) sports, as well as participants from the youngest age group, are grouped in third cluster (lowest jealousy). The results provide useful practical implications for coaches' work, as well as for future studies.
